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gentlemen should have been invited, (as would have been Idone in the French Academy of Medicine,) to submit the
facts which they proposed to exhibit to a competent com-
mittee, who would report on the subject submitted. In

place of which we find one gentleman " collecting cobwebs,"
or " scraping broken and dirty glass" in St. Giles’s, and " we
ourselves," hoping that we shall not be thought " unreasonable
in having expected that they [the cholera fungi] might be
discovered in the cisterns of houses and public institutions in
which cholera had prevailed severely, although it had ceased
there for some days or weeks."

THE CHELTENHAM BOARD OF GUARDIANS AND
THEIR LATE MEDICAL OFFICER.

WE reported in TaE LANCET of Sept. 22nd, the proceed-
ings which took place at the Cheltenham County Court, with
reference to a claim made by Mr. FREDERICK HyETT, of
aeil3 ls. 6d. for medical attendance, against the guardians of
the Cheltenham Union. It will be recollected that the pro-
fessional gentleman who then represented the guardians, took
an objection to the jurisdiction of the District Judge, Mr.
FRANCILLON, on the ground that as a justice of the peace for 

Ithe county, he is, ex officio, a poor-law guardian, and hence
one of the defendants in the cause. His Honour, notwith-
standing, determined to take upon himself the responsibility
of trying the case. Un that occasion, by mutual agreement,
it was adjourned until Tuesday last. On that day, when the
case was called on, the attorney for the defendants announced
that he had made application, on the 19th instant, to a judge
in chambers, Mr. JusTiCE TALFOTJRD, for a writ of certio)-ct)-i to
move the cause into a superior court, grounding his applica-
tion on affidavits having reference to the position of Mr.
Francillon. A writ was then ordered to issue, provided the
defendants agreed to pay, within a fortnight, the plaintift’s
preliminary costs in the county court, &c. A copy of this
order it appears, had been served on Mr. Francillon.
On Tuesday, his Honour said such an order was not at all

binding on him, because it was not directed to him, and, in
-reality, no writ had as yet been issued. Hence, if the plain-
- tiS’s attorney insisted upon it, he should hesitate before he
refused to try the cause. As it was, however, the order of
Justice Talfourd should be treated with every respect.
Mr. PRUEN, for the plaintiff, then asked his Honour to let

the case stand adjourned for another month, to allow time for
the defendants to pay him his costs, and re-consider their pro-
ceedings in the matter at issue. This was agreed to. The
case now stands thus:-If the writ of ce1,tiorari is issued, the
cause will be tried at the Gloucestershire Assizes in March
next, and should the plaintiff get a verdict, the parish of
Cheltenham will be inolved in nearly one hundred pounds ex-
penses in defending an action for a fair claim of .613. What
the ratepayers will say to this proceeding on the part of the
guardians remains to be seen. It is also expected that the
district auditor will refuse to pass such law charges.

Correspondence.

ASIATIC CHOLERA: DEATHS FROM RELIANCE
ON NEWSPAPER NOSTRUMS.

"Audi alteram partem."

To t7te Editor of TaE LANCET. ’

SIR,-If every medical man who has treated Asiatic cholera
-would take the trouble to state how many of his patients he
has found in the stage of collapse when first seen by him, and
give the history of the mode of treatment adopted before his
arrival, it would be shown that many hundreds of lives have
been sacrificed by reliance on newspaper nostrums, or upon
medicines administered by unqualified persons.

I would strongly recommend medical men, whilst such cases
are fresh in their memories, to commit them to paper; for a
time may come when they may be called upon to forward
them to a certain body, with a view to put the public on their
guard for the future, should the dreadful scourge again visit 
our island.
The writer of this article was called upon in September to

visit a patient who had had violent diairhcea for four days.

When seen he was found in the stage of collapse, was removed
to a hospital, and died within seven hours of his admission.
The poor man had relied solely on half a drachm of tincture
of catechu and five drops of laudanum, taken three times a
day. The prescription had been copied from a penny publica-
tion. He was the father of nine children, many of them of
tender age, who, with their mother, were left to mourn his
loss.
A poor man, a carpenter, living alone, was found by his son-

in-law, at an accidental call, so ill with purging and vomiting,
that he was induced, suspecting the nature of the malady, to
seek for medical aid. This case was sent to the hospital, and
in nine hours the poor man breathed his last. It was proved
that he had called upon and sent to a druggist for medicine
during the premonitory stage.
The next was one of almost entire neglect; the only remedy

resorted to was brandy. A man, of forty-five; he also was
sent to the hospital, and died within four hours from the time
he was first seen, leaving a wife and child.
The last that will be here narrated was that of a servant

girl, who had suffered with diarrhoea unchecked for four days.
She had taken only brandy, not wishing to be thought ill.
When first seen she was passing rice-coloured evacuations,
was sick, and fast approaching the stage of collapse. She also
was removed to the Middlesex Hospital, "just in time," as
Mr. Corfe declared, " to test the mode of treatment adopted
there." With constant medical attention night and day, and
due attendance from the nurses, she recovered, but not with-
out consecutive fever of an alarming character.

I was one day asked if "Sir James Clarke’s" remedy (?) was
not an excellent one for cholera. I replied, that it was one re-
plete with danger, and that Sir James had repudiated it. A
bottle was shown me, containing the medicine, which, but for
my timely call, would have been administered to a little girl
twelve years of age. The bottle with its contents were thrown
into the street, and my advice asked. On the very day this
occurred, an inquest was held on a female who had died from
taking the same kind of medicine, which was reported in The
Times of the following day, and shown to me by the father
of my patient, with this expression-" I shall ever have to
thank your timely call for the salvation of my daughter’s life."
How many medical men could, if they would, narrate such

cases as mine. Is it not a duty they owe themselves and the
too confiding public to do so ? Shall quackery and puff con-
tinue to slay mankind, and we remain silent ? One voice in
the matter is like a child breathing on a sail to set a windmill
in motion. As the Royal Humane Society cause printed
boards to be placed where skaters may find a watery grave, so
ought those who know how life has been sacrificed in other
respects, to point out the path where danger lies.

I beg therefore to call upon all medical men who may have
observed as I have done, to be prepared with brief narratives
of maltreated and neglected cases.
The public, at present, wonder why so many have died of

Asiatic cholera, and why, when medical aid is obtained, life
cannot be spared. They do not consider, that when the medi-
cal man arrives patients are often found dying; and will
scarcely believe when told that life might have been saved if

the patient 
had been earlier seen, and properly attended.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant.
Oct. 29,-IS49. VERAX.

ANIMALCULAR CHARACTER OF THE ORGANIC
BODIES DISCOVERED IN CHOLERA PATIENTS.
MODES OF ACTION OF CALOMEL AND SALT IN
CHOLERA.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In the month of August, 1848, you did me the honour
to notice, in favourable terms, my " Discourse on the Asiatic
Cholera," which I wrote during the latter part of the pre-
ceding year, (1847.) Your reviewer did not coincide with me
in the process of reasoning which induced me to refer the
specific cause of malignant cholera to some unusual and irre-
gular distribution, through the medium of the atmosphere, of
certain minute organic structures.
In the brochure alluded to, I ventured to offer it as my

opinion, that some such bodies might be found to exist, and
prove to be of an animalcular kind. The consideration, of
all others, which led me to entertain such a belief, was the
otherwise unaccountable caprice evinced by the pestilence
whilst pursuing its destructive career across the globe,&mdash;often,
for instance, selecting for its ravages very circumscribeds pots
or districts, whilst localities immediately adjoining them alto-
gether escaped its baneful influence.


